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A BEAUTIFUL BUILDING

For fifty-five years, the French family business has been conducted from the
store with the Main Street facade of locally quarried lonia Varicgated Sandstone.
After operating for many years in several other Main Street stores, in 1946, they
purchased their present establishment at 340 West Main from Esther M.Carten.
This structure was at the eastern edge of a group of stores, which stretched from
340 westward to Steele Street, then north along Steele, nearly to Washington,
comprising the Carten Department Store. The Carten family made their home
on the second floor over the store at 340 for over 20 years, moving into their
newly built home at 234 East Main in 1920, with adult son Frank Carten,
remaining downtown. He was still making his home on the second fioor when
the building was purchased by the French’s in 1946.

That is the tip of the iceberg in researching the history of this significant
part of Ionia’s past. The building has had only only three owners since 1839-
the Hall’s, the Carten’s, and the French’s.

In 1859, Main Street itself was mud, the structures, frame houses, meost
having their own barn. No side-by-side-at-the-sidewalk brick commercials.

Not even any sidewalks. Rail fences kept out the stray animals. Dexter’s
flume came down from his ditch along the north side of Washington, to carry
water diverted from today’s tennis courts on Jackson St. to his Mill on the
site of today’s Armory. (I refer you to the 1839 photo inside.) Even that
impressive looking spire on the Presbyterian Church was made of wood, the
church burning to the ground when embers from the 1908 Depot fire landed
on the roof.

1859 was the year Frederick Hall bought the lot now occupied by French’s.
For several years, he had been organizing six other investors and their wives
in a quarrying company, to begin cutting and selling sandstone from their pit
on Quarry Road, between Riverside Drive and the Grand River, SE of Ionia.
The very first building they produced is documented on page 154 of Schenck’s
History of Ionia, and page 164 of the Branch History of Ionia. The First
National Bank--still standing at 326 W. Main--Buck’s Varicty Store. The
President of that bank was Frederick Hall. It was built in 1865. It appears
on all Sanborn Maps, with it’s stone facade obvious, and preperly named.

In 1868, Frederick Hall commissioned Captain Lucius Mills to build the
Hall home on East Main Street, using variegated sandstone from the above
mentioned quarry. Noticing the similarity between that home and the
store at 340 West Main, I began collecting information which would help
determine a true story about the origin of the French store.

Since Frederick Hall owned the lot on which it stands, from 1859 until
the Hall estate was settled at the turn of the century, there is little doubt that
he was the builder of that store, made with that material, just two lots west
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of the bank he served as President. It is probable that the store was built in
conjunction with the building of his home, since the vein of stone would change
color as it was harvested, and these two buildings are remarkably close in

the shading and texture of the stone. The red of Blanchard House did not appear
until 1880, and the Goodmiller reds were retrieved fifteen years later.

To fit these facts together with what 1 already knew about J. L. Hudson,
would explain the exact location of his first store in Ionia. Lacking any
street numbers in ‘66-’67-"68-and ‘69, his advertisements gave his address
as--The First Store west of the First National Bank. The Titus Bakery in the
building west of the French store would advertise that they were located in
the First Store west of the New York Clothing House in 1869. They were
still in business at that location for the plat map of 1891, when they were
listed directly west of the store of Ann Hall, widow of Frederick Hall, which
became French’s in 1946.

The day Hudson’s moved into the Union Block was March 12, 1870, and
well advertised in the Sentinel. It was a good time for Joseph, who had joined
his large family in Ionia in 1866, following his apprentiship at a Pontiac
department store, and assumed a full partnership with his father in all
business and personal affairs. Notice that the 1870 census gives both the
partners the same dollar figure for that year, as does the 1868 report on
thosc paying the newly enacted Federal Income Tax.

The Hudson’s , together with Frederick Hall and Richard Dye, had
invested in the Dexter Mill (on the site of today’s Armory). Steam now
powered the grinding wheels, replacing the flume and ditches used by
Samuel Dexter. (West Creek still often makes itself known by washing
out a portion of Dexter Street in front of Caswell’s.) The four men also
bought the Stave Mill, which was on Adams St. south of the flour mill.

That was a money maker for them, and they shipped a railroad car full
of barrel staves every day, in addition to the barrels they made for their
flouring mill.

I hope you have time to read most of the pages in this booklet. I plan

to continue collecting relevant information on this beautiful building .

Marilyn Webster
Tonian
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This “Map of Ionia County Seat” is reproduced from the original in - wgtate of Michigan W e

the Ionia County Register of Deed’s office, whichisitselfacopy. = " “County of Ionia - :

Below the plat itself appears considerable handwritten matter, here Personally came before me(,) a Notary Public in and for said

transcribed, in part: 2y ; County, Chas. L. Halladay and David C.\Crawlord, who made the
o i f - above affidavit in my presence. _ :

Below the plat, left: — Minutes of the Survey of the Village of “lonia * - “lonia, Michigan ' )

County Seat” situated on the North Half Section of Section No. - «January 16th 1890 . . '

Nineteen (19) in Township No. Seven (7) North of Range Six (6) West, o8 . 2, 55

in the County of Ionia & State of Michigan as Surveyed by Thomas : ’ ’ ‘Name illegible (May be William Minty)

in the Oy 0 ewdor ® Rall Survevors. in the Month of July, A.D. ' - , : Notary Public’

vt e uTania Cesmiv Seal.” changed to Tonia by
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batteryl@iserv.net

From: <battery1@iserv.net>
To: First United Methodist <ioniafum@iserv.net>
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2001 8:23 AM
Subject:  Historical
Dear Karen,
Before | forget—-you will find the following bible class listed in one of the early
record books:

Joseph L. Hudson, leader, held bible study in room # 2 each *
Sunday evening in the 1870's with 10 adult members in full:
connection.
1. General James H. Kidd
2. Florence McConnell Kidd
3. Wellington C. Page
Amarilla Page
Hampton Rich
Hampton Rich, Jr.
Mary Hudson
Lillie Hudson
. Mary Winchell
10. John Amphlett

©oONDO A

Numbers one and two had been married in the unfinished basement of the
Church on Christmas Day of 1871.

Numbers seven and eight were sisters of the class leader.

Number nine was probably Clyde Stout's maternal great-great Grandmother.

Marilyn Webster

09/27/2001
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the a few who wrnte
“Sletters to the ‘editor of the *
“haye -
“taxes “on :their ~mind and
el uccasmnally suggest that in'

8 2 the good old days, there was -

= no such thing as an income

"9 tax and the govemment got -

" -along as- well as anyone :
- list of those who had to pay

_ income tax was a matter of *

n

.0 wanted it to.
Not true o
.The first natlonal mcome

l.n

2o B tax was passed by Ccmgrm

: u- durmg the Civil War —and it -

T

~ hung arourid * for qulte -a
while. - .. ik

- IN THOSE more. mnocent
days, persons who had to pay
fncome tax didn't call press
- conferences ‘to reveal their -

tax- returns. The revealing

Taxpuyers names ||s’red

",Sentmel Areported
. following amounts on which

‘is not complete. The names
: : - == grandson lives in Montcalm

.-=.(,¢.-,J. L o e

was done for them by. the
“government.’Along with a lot
“of “wanted” pposters, alist of -
those who had to pay income
“tax,” and on what amounts
_was posted for everyone to .
inSpect m the Ioma post
offlce S -
Apparently bemg ‘on the

-some pride,’ and The Ionia .

'.'Sentmel noted :the llst an--

nually =3 -
MAY 21, 1869 the
the

Toriians had to pay taxes,

- “after the $1,000 and other

lawful deductions,” The list’

' HUDSON, JosephL

. political

'Hayes,

--selected may be recognized:
Arnold, W.D. -$1,070 -
-Blanchard, JohnC. - . 1,420
Babcock, Burton 1,905
“Carr, ArchibaldF ~ 1,541
Hall, Frederick 8,455 _
‘Hudson, Richard 1,250

1,250
Hayes, Nathan B.
Lovell, Louis S.
- Page, Wellington C.
:Rich, Hampton - . = 3,131
Webber, George W.. - 4,701
(Arnold was the owner-
operator of ‘the' Arnold
Machine Shops in South
Ionia, the oldest continuous
business in Ionia County.
Blanchard was an attorney,

11,582
7,287

‘lumberman, political figure,

speculator; a great-great

County. Babcock was a-

farmer, merchant, attorney,

investor .and political figure

-— and has descendants ‘still --
. flourishing. in the

5 =

community. .
Carr was an attorney,
figure, investor,

broker. Richard Hudson

. operated the “New York
_ Clothing Store” in Ionia with
- his son J. L. Hudson, who

went on other other, bigger
retail enterprises. N. B.
for whom Hayes
Road, morth of Muir “was
named 'was a farmer_

1,987

Tonia

merchant, banker, " and
owned the first telephone -
company in Muir; his,
descendants still flounsh in
Ionia County. = -

Louis Lovell was an at- -
torney, political figure, Land
Office officer,-investor; he
owned the Lovell-Webber

- House, the first house east of

the Methodist ‘Church, op-
posite the Ionia County Court -
House, before G.W. Webber.:
. W. C. Page was a private”
~ banker, produce and grain
dealer, landowner, finan-
cier; he built the house  Now
occupied by Dr. and Mrs.
Marcus Blass on East Main
Street and built and occupied
the building now occupied by
Sid’s Flower Shop. Hampton
‘Rich was a . merchant,
legislator, local political
official, financier, banker,
rail- road -entrepreneur;. he. .
built and occupied the house
on the ‘northwest corner of
Main and Rich Streets.
G.W. Webber owned the
Lovell-Webber House and
raised the first and second
stories to insert a new .
ground floor, built the .
““Webber Block” .on the
southeast curner of Main and
Depot, was a banker,
financier, and Represen-
tative in Congress. -
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DETROIT AND WAYNE COUNTY

mainder of the time was employed on a fruit
ot farm near the city at twenty-five cents a day.
= In June, 1861, the family removed to Pontiac,
R Michigan. There Christopher R. Mabley, who
R later became one of the great merchants of
Detroit, was at the time conducting a small
clothing store in which Mr. Hudson became
. cash boy, porter, salesman and bookkeeper in

. quick succession. He remained in the estab-
.. lishment for nearly five years, within which
. the annual business had been increased to an

average of one hundred thousand doflars, about
i half of j:llc_ ¢ing of wholesalc or jobbing

had.madc four thouaand dollars. They also
went.into the stave busincss, which at first was
quite profitable. . Their next acquisition was a
flouting mill and the next was a purchase of
ine land, They made money in a compara-
ively rapid way and spread out considerably.”
in-the death of the father the business was

ed operations under the original firm
f R. Hudson & Son, the interest of the
eslate being retained in the business.
hen came the memorable financial panic
873 . Mr. Hudson, though immeasurably
Fefiiliand conservative, encountered his full

01 vicissitudes in business. His firm lost

Ir Hudson made a valiant stmg—

_ the storm of financial disaster
yi found hxmself unable to meet the

h th usand dqllars and with assets

309

greatly depreciated from legitimate valuations.
With typical courage and honesty of purpose,
he visited his various creditors and after fully
explaining the situation was enabled to settle
with all save one on the basis of sixty cents on
the dollar. The one firm made an abusive pro-
test and was forthwith paid in full, though this
so crippled Mr., Hudson as to leave but little
provision for the ordinary exigencies of life.
He returned to Ionia and resumed the business
of selling clothing, and the confidence reposed
in him by the wholesale trade was shown in
the fact that his credit continued unimpaired,
those with' whom he had previgusly had deal-
ings standing ready to extend him every possi-
ble courtesy. Through indefatigable applica-
tion and good managernent the concern was put
on good footing again and all debts were paid
with interest,

.In_the meantime Mr. Hudson's old friend

and cmploycr, C. R. Mabley, had located in

Detroit, after ome of the most spirited and pro-
tracted contests known in the history of mer-
chandising in Mlchrgan, his competitor in the
fray having been “Little Jake” Seligman, who
later became the street-car magnate of Sagi-
naw. Mabley had built:-yp a most extensive
business in Detroit, and he finally placed the
management of the enterprise in the hands of
Mr. Hudson while he himself made a trip
abroad, in 1877. The following description of
the renewed association of Messts. Hudson and
Mabley is worthy of perpetuation in this arti-
cle: “Mabley went with his family to Europe
and was back in two months. Then another
bargain was made, by which Hudson was to
receive fifty dollars per week during the six
months terminating January 1, 1878, and also
an honorarium which was to be left to Mab-
ley’s discretion and the amounts of profits real-
ized during that time. When the six months
had elapsed, a calculation was made and it was
found that, counting the cost of Mabley’s trip
to Europe and the fifty dollars per week paid
to Hudson, there was a handsome profit of
twenty-five thousand dollars. Mabley was de-
lighted and handed ten per cent., or twenty-five
hundred dollars, to his efficient friend and em-
ploye.” The final outcome of this virtual ex-
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet ltem number 8 Page 3

Twentieth-century homes in the district tend to be more modest —=Dutch
Colonials aand bungalows seem to predominate. However, a few larger
structures were built, and these contribute strongly to the high-
style character of the district. Two of special note are the
Greek/Georgian Revival, temple-front house at 168 East Main and the
green tile~-roof, Italian-style, Gov. Green House at 320 Union.

Ionia contains a number of notable nineteenth- and early twentieth-
century church buildings, and the Eastside district several of its

eh.

. large westward addition
to tie 8o “gofng ¢HUFCh Was ‘made before 1900. This church is
notable as one of a small number of Michigan churches patterned
after designs by the Philadelphia architect Samuel Sloan . published
in Sloan's builder's guides. This particular structure follows
Design IV in Sloan's Citv and Subyrban Architecture (Philadelphia:
J.B. Lippinecott & Co., 1859), Other Michigan churches constructed
after designs in this book include the 1867-68 Methodist Church in
Mason (about fifty miles southeast of lonia), which also followed
Design IV, and the First Congregational Church of 1872 in Saranac, @
few miles southwest of Ionia, which was based on Design XXV. Both
churches have been destroyed.

Reproduced by the Sinie ol Michigon
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QGULD maoat rreprctfelly fnkrm the pablie In
‘f . pevers] thal she stili continues o keep the

! : ’ 3 .
0id Kespa & pood rapply of Al Rinds uf Zdiblas, Ploy -
5

wad Cakes, Dread. Crackars, Chosse. Lok Tea and
and Collve, constantly en hand. - - B 1

| WARM MEALS,

o eny market. Farmers bebe heny ay cnn B4 tought
caa kare thefe Crackacs, o B’?:dtr:w:?fh"fd Lard
Us expente, Freling TEEY thanking g, pan 1STY 1L
[friends fo thalr'u;mp.:l.;_ m"m‘Jmo?ndnt

deop trovble, srd feeling thay frisndy 1p Mnrk,
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This establishment lias now réceived a
mammoth stock of spring goods, which
will be displayed to advantage in the ne

of | gvipry vuri(,}tv, el

) A store, where their numerous cuslgmers

S i 1 will find them prepared to do full justic

lq.n u A\ to gentlemen in want of clothing fashio)
i el i ably made of good materials.

Messrs. Seymour & Monigomery,
feeling the need of enlarged facilities [o
the transaction of their increasing
business, have engaged the slore vacatc
by Messrs. Hudson & Son, and will
remove to it about the same time,

M\'D TLEAKSY STQCK QF[ I!JENT: i
Appeared in the lonia Daily Sentinel

of March 5, 1870
Reprinted for convenience of reading
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ich ¢ Bo4. full ohpo.] .
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Qhey :u:e and have Just rocetved =

(3“ é. Nl LARGESTOCK of NEW GOODS
SR fentine d st on which wero bought st Low Figures, and

WILIL BE SOLD CIHIEXT!
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Btate of Richigan. -
COUNTY OF.1ONIA,. : , \
: T . ) 4t a sesgion of the Prabate Cowrt, for the County of Jonin, holden ab the Probate Office, in the |

oity of Ionia, on..2Zzpaz et ... the L A day of.-. -.4%__ Lt St

e ] ] in the year orie thousand eight hundred andﬁiu@ﬁwy_—,‘d,

T L ’ ) A Presens, A Aot - Z (VI . . Fudge of Probate.
In the Flatter of the @state of cornnn o mimce. . SR
B Thia'dépy-‘.hapin bém.‘aasi_érwd RERSSEEN : S ey S RN SN N NS for hearing the petition of
MM AL -mz\’-‘*—.-_7- cephlic, ;f%ng,'amangat other things, for the Probate of the Instrument heretofore. filed in this Court’
purponi_ng)_ be the last ‘W'ill and Tes!qinqnt of surd dec_qaaed.‘ Now come.S. Cenie-thé said petitione ‘--M_M_.M&f_.@_#::_. ’

EoitiScr Lo HF A oo AT e . . - :
And it a; ‘pqwi_{r'l‘,g“ fo.the, Churt by due proof on /_ilé, that a oopy ‘of t(w order of this Court, touching ‘the -hearing of said petition, made on the
_____ ZE L day of. (Z2 é!‘r.c'.v._last past, has been° duly bt trcecet. m&(ﬁ/..puw as therein directed, whereby

all parties interested ‘in the premises, were quly notified of said ‘hearing. .__.

Whereupony 02 <o e Zn 20t agraid oy ot Attt o

the aubszib__ing witpess.821o said instrument appeare{i_-in Court, and made auth/ that..-he__saw, the 'eaid._--@kkgmﬂ__m- R

LT ol A/ g =2 B S N in said. Co ey of Ioﬂia,:.sign, seal, and heard...SHtL < 2T, publish and declare the soid instrument to .
be..Eltre _last Will and . Testament and that, ‘%:A Ltk ittt dte S Pl - o e

: RER ey - . ubsoribing witnesses, wt the same time, attested. the same, and subseribed their names
as witn thereto in' the pres of eack_other, and of. the said Testat, .4 N . and at.;----..éi.e__--nque,st;' and. that S_he was then,
according to the, discernment of said......¢2 - 2 .zmtd:tif____--_m;-___of sane ‘mind oo o Lol
' : And 113 Fll}ri:hner')l}_i earlfpj_that-.,d.@:é?ﬁe.%.m . : - st dwelt and had.--_;'é(./_'_—_.-.residenae in, and’
- was ap inhabitant of. : i , —--it 8aid County, and there died. : o

{i.¥ind the evidence touching the premises being mt;tu«rély énn;si.dared, and i adtisfaotaﬁly_ appears to this Court, that said. instrument. iz duly |
proved, and ought to Ye allowed as tha last Will and Testament of. said deceased, Lo o e T
i . 1 is Therefore Ordered, Adjudged; and Pecreed, by this Court, that said Instrumens be: approved, allowed, established, qn

i

‘Full force and eff e%)t,, ‘as thfiﬂlll«#t:.?Wiu and Testamens o‘f. sqid dauqaed,'v @W ;hat v-_th'\:q'_'_aa.mq be r,éoéz_'ded' a8 Tequired, by law, S .
nd 1¥'1s Funther Ordered, that the g&mtw T Be commuitted,; andd the admintetration of tha-estats id deceased b
i L. . $ e LS R Ny s ;
: 2 ha-iM :grdeipd‘ :tov_gi‘p.g 'bpygd ir_zs,‘ﬂ_w: pen ’gum‘bf zm--.%m%.&:_-__m )
; e ----dollars, with guffiotent auretios; aq required by the statuts in 4oh adss made and provided; and upon the same K
being :duly qprraved ‘and filed, the LETTERS TESTAMENTARY do. s ;i R T o e e ¢
B A ol s
Btate of. Pichigan, ;gs. D
% COUNTY OF IONL4. |
: ‘ . . ‘ . s . Sy e of s
approved, qilowed, a,mi'i ordered, to be recorded, as more fully appegrs by ‘
Teat a0 Y In Wikness Whereo eréin

haye

i

Sudge of Probate,

N Ba it Re




~~—- WARRANTY DEED, —

(5 BN RES S P v A

'_ e et o'clock P.M,

~——— Thig Indenture, Made this 20th day of January, A.D,1914, Betwsen Marion Hall Fowler

=" Commencing at & point on the north line of Main Sgreet in said City in a line with -

i ——.herein.desoribed. with.the_sppurtenances, unto;the_said parties_of the second part: |

“~—~—~—— signed, sealed and delivered S =
m?hﬁfp.?se a_of ettty MMX““L__,___,_LS__

—— comty.of..s_mtn Clara,.. . ).

v t@ be_her free _act_end deed, ~——r~————

———My-comnisslon-8xXpires  pLatt. . —,1o

John O, Beattie, Register.

ef the @ity of Palo Alto, falifornia, party of the first part. and Thomas A,Carten and
Etta Cartaiy,hUsband and wife of Ionia, Michigan, parties of the.second part, ~————=w: .
WITNESSETHs That the said party of the first part, for and in oconsideration of the :nn
sum of One. Dollar £6 heF in hend paid By she Aaid partles of the second part, the - -~
receipt whereof‘ls nePeby eenfesssd snd asknewledesd, has granted, bargained, sold, :
remised, releassd; aiiensd and: econfirmed, and by these presents doss_ gramt, bargain, [~
sell, remise, ¥gi@ase, allen, and confirm unto the gald partles_ of the second part,
and to gheir survivors, heirs, and assigns, FOREVER, all that certaln plece or par-—
- gelpaf~land-situated’andobeing-in-the-- City of -Ionia .and.descr:ftxd.. as.follows, to=witi | .. .

the center of the East Main Wall of the old Egnmic'ﬂall'}auugi:gg, so-called, on the :
east half of the east half of lot number thisty-one(31),ascodrdimgpto the recorded . . -
plat of Ionia County BSeat (now 013y ef Ienia);jthenne westerly on the Triorth 1line of .
‘of weat. Main Stree #0:-a _point__on the.eass line of a stripof land on sald’lot number |
thirty-one(»1), said strip of land haing three.and eight-twelfths(3-8/12) feet in
vidth which was conveyed by Frederick-Hall-and-Ann-Hall his wife, and.Richard Dye and.
wife by deed dated August 12th,1867 to William ®itus, and which deed is of record in -
the office of the Register of Deeds in-said County of Ionia in Liber"39-of Deeds on
paﬁ%ilal; thence northerly on said east lins of said strip of land sold as aforesaid
toifitus, to the north 1ins of lots number ¢hirty and thirty-one (30 and 31) in
sald plat of Ionias Osunty Seat; thence eaaterly on the north line of sald lots thirty

. gandghirty-one (30 and 31)to a point in a line with the center of the east main wall
“of 'sald old Masonic Hall Building; thence southerly to the place of beginning.

Also conveying thHereby to said sacond parties all rights of sald first party in
and to a right of way over the north one rod of said east one foot and four inches
of said lot thirty-one(31), and over the north one rod of lots twenty-nine(29), 3
thiriy(30) and the east twelve and one-half feet of lot fourteen(1l4),said right of
way being more fully described in Liber 67 of -Deeds of page 194 and in Liber 57 of
PasdaaiRReRe yiﬂl.%‘é"t%"'ﬁ%%%e?rfsﬂ%Zﬁ%‘%%‘%iﬁ‘éo?"ﬂﬂgiﬁ‘é‘;JS’J%&ES%“&X&&%%E‘%E&.;
_econditions over_ the following describded land, commenceing at & point. seventy-one(71)
feet and two(2) inches west, and 7 rods north of the south-ésst corner of lot Neyw29; |~

.. thence. running West.22_feet;_thense morth_.one rod; thencw east 22 feet, and thence
south one rod to the place of beglnning. -
2~ Intending hereby -also to-convey to-said-second-parties—all-the-rights,.privileges.|. ..
and reservations set forth in the aforesaid deed given by Richard Dye and wife and
“ Prederick Hall and wife to William Titus, August-12th;1367. Dt e
et t,oge-r,her_wit,h_a.l;!,_er'n_c!__singu;qr_ma_pqre_c_ii_tments and appurtenances thereunto
belonging or in anywise appertaining and TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the ssid premises ag

eand to their surviver, heirs and assigns FOREVER. : :
And - the said Marion-Hall-PFowlar, party-of-the-first-part,-for herself, her heirs,_
__executors and adminidtrators, does covenant, grant, bargain and agree to and with
the said parties of ‘the second part, thelr survivory heirs-and-assigns;—that—at—the—
_time of the ensealing and delivery.of these presents she is well seizéd of the above
granted premises in fee simple and that they are free from all. ingumbrances whatever
—and -that she wlll. and-vhor_'-hairs y--8xecutors._and administrators shall warrant.and ;. XA
defend the same against all lawfhl olaims whatsoever. - et £
IN WITNES3 WHERBOF, the said party pf the first part—has-herein-set-her hand:and—

seal the day and year first above written.— S

. Ca KT A

State of California, )=

On this -20th-day of ‘January,-A.D.1914,-before:-me,-a-Notary Public in and for:i
___sald County, personally appeared Marion Hall Fowler to me known to be the same =
" person described in and who executed the within instrumenty  who ackng¥whedged the—sam

i — I

~— Hotary's Seal. ——

-— =

S e — : 7 This is the deed for the 3 & 8/12 foot wide
i L stairway-between the Titus Bakery at 342

West Main St. and 340-West Main Street.

From Marion Hall Fowler to Thomas A.

) 7 Cartemin 1914,

iy e e~ 2= Tt clearly lists the store at 346 (twice) as
' the old Masenic Hall Bu .

-:::;I_ S . o ¥ AR
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Pipe, Drain Tile, Etc., Coal and Wood.

THE W. C. PAGE-WIRTZ COMPANY
Sell at Lowest Prices---Cement, Lime, Prepared Wall Plaster, Sewer

IONIA, MICH.

birs IUNLA CITY AND 1L F 1o DIRECTORY.
306  Allen Bros. (. 237 Robb & Reed, B-C.
2J7 Rector Bakery, C. sas Quality Store, B-C.
307 E. W, Merriett & Co. U s3s  Mrs. Ada L. Howe.
3uy8  allen Bres., C. 234 Percy Churchill
Juy  Douglas Shoe Co. 2400 The Priocess C.
3u% Stapley Nead. Sdw Thomas. A, Carten, .
31y (utler-Laustier Drug Co., B. 311" Central Market. B-
310 John Marsh. 31 A, F. Caipe.
310 Frank J. Hoar, 544 T. A, Carten, B-C.
311 M. Agostini, C. 3453 Spaulding & Powell. B-C.
311  Julia C. Biehler, B. 345 George Wright.
311 E. E. Slye. 4% Charles A, lreland, B-C.
312 The Mpystic Theatre. 247 Tennie Cogan-Johns.
312 The lonia Standard, B. 348 Johp F. Wagmner, C.
113 XN, Silver. 24> G, A. R. Hall
314 Sugar Bowl, C. N. and 5. Third Sts. begin.
115 Srylvanus Hemens. B. 401 PF. W. 3tevenson & Co, B-C.
113 Silver-Graff Block. 101 0dd Fellow: Hall. 5
215 Edwin A, Murphy. B, 402 Bert Lampkin, B.
515 Martin V. Cock. B. 4u2  Dr. J. J. Defendor!, B.
316 Fred Young & Co., B-C. {42 K. of ¢ Hall
North  and  South Cornell 4n3  F. W. Stevemson & Co., B-C.
Place Legins. iu2  Humpbrers & HKilmartio
2i»  Smith, Smith & MeSween, B-C. 101 Snxder & laux,
31% Mrs. kate Grover. 1] Elks Temple, B-C.
218 Fera Curtiss. 40 F, W, 3tevenson & Co.. B-C.
31% XNew Cornell Block, 406 Wmom. A, Gemuend.
51% TW. P. Rar & Co.. B. jun Elks Temple. B-C.
319 Albert L. Smith, B-C. 407 XNelson's Restaurant,
320 Thomas McGaanon. 445 Frapk Francis.
a2ty  Dr. Clarence G. Winchell, B-C. 1v% Wm. Parpe, B-C.
320 Park T. Wilson., B-C. ju4  Mrs. Maude 5. Gray, C.
s20 Wallace H. Haight. 31v  Edward D.4Decker, B-C.
stu Wilson's Studio, B-C. 411 TRoss & Hamilion.
224 Louis Thompson. 312 G, H. MceMuilen & Co.
321 Ecohomy Store. {14 D. Z. Brooks. B-C.
221 Fred Ward. 41¢ Jghn . Bealtie. B.
433 Winchell & Giddings, B. 114  Andrew Greene.
322 George Hacket:, C. 417 Austin & Darling. C.
222 George H. Peuengill. Jr. 11%  Lyle 5. Clark-B.
4334 Fred J. Whitney. {1% (. M. Shetler.
a25 G. W, French & Son. B-C. 414  Ernest W. Thomas. B-C.
426 State Savings Bank. B-C. 414  George Gould.
226 Drs. Bess & Mary 3irong, C. 420 3 Agostini, C.
327 T. R. Buck., B. 12n Robert H, Lottoer,
3%% Winchell & Stone. B-C. 121 D, G. Adair & Co.
338  Manler Aldrich. 121 D. G. Adair.
329 Louis H. Morgenthaler, C. 472  City Bakery. B.
229 George C. Gundrum, C. {23 Gilmore & Jackson.
330 Family Theatre, C. 424 Dan Balice & Co.
330  Frederick Jacobi. {24+ Jason L. Bates.
332 R. M. Chener, C. {24 Henry Thompson.
333 Dr. Thomas R. Allen, B-C. {25 Heary Gable, B-C.
334 Dr. C. E. Hatkaway, B-C. 127  Bernice Rogers.
335 Dr Thomas R. Allen. B-C. 128 Collar & Hulliberger, B-C.
336 Quality.Store. B-C.




UN DERTAKERS LOWI@Y & Boynwn

* - "B43 Adelaide F Caine - .
.i .. 344 Thos A Carten, B-C" e
i 2345 Spaulding & Powell B-C
- -845% Mrs Maude L Davis .
8451, Mrs Nettie. M Hines '

-.846% Mrs Lillian Delaney -422 City Bakery, B -
.. :84@:Charles A Ireland, B-C' -422% "B -Apostini : - - o o . > |
| 347 Anthony Seully, G 423 Earl A Stansed Sl A ey
-- 347:Deyman & | McLaughlm "423% Earl A» Stanard s g-_ 3

_M?&Schlpger & Scheid : - 424° Natl ‘Ele¢ Shoe Rep Shop, G Nl Ny
347 City Shoe. Hos 1tal 424’ Nat] ‘Vuleanizing’ Works o T
8473 Edward‘Walker . 424% R T Wood, C . e
.- 348:John F Wa ner, C LT ... 426 Henry Gable, B.C B9
1 348% -G A R- - 425 Frank M Wirtz 'y
. "North and South Sbeele atreets begln 426% Wm A-Brisbin o s

. 401"F.'W Stevenson Co, B-C ' ‘_426 Ogilvie Auto Co, B-C - -t >

. ,401% "Charles K Calkins -

%K of C.Hall ;'

P W Stevenson-Co

40834 Humphreys .& Jf.ﬂmartm
4048 Joseph Laux- it -

.. 40X American: Cateteria
404145 Elky Tomple,

A0 m..&‘Tou

- 420% Mrs Lelia Smith

1o 420% James M Barkdull
. 421 Guy Balice,.C . -

.- 4213 Guy Balice -

- 421% George .River

'430 Frank D Eiwess
480% "8 A Tombs i
-432 John C Klenk

7.
] g. el
1 : -

30 e B

Oﬂ'rpheum Tﬁeatre -

29 John

4

1

j
4 *1
k1
FURNITURE  and PICTURE FRAMING | 223 W.Main. Both Phones g 4
IONIA CITY AND R. F. D, DIRECTORY 29 @ i;
. 327 Bert Lampkin & Son, B 406 The Hub & ITI i
" .328 Winchell & Stone, B-C 407 Geo E Hackett, C o b H
329 Louis H Morgenthaler, C 407% Mra Sophia Hemtt o m > i
. 3291 Frank J Loree, C g 408 Zubker Bros : g b
/330 Family Theatre, C 409 L C Jones & Co, C . r-l S
©830% Wm W Comstock 40%% Claude 8 Jackson _ : o
. '831 The Fashion, B-C 409% Charles Bradenberg _ t“’ : i
. 332 Ralph M Cheney, C - 410 Decker Bros, | Ty
. 882% Benj I Havens -  410% Wilbur D i{ﬂlman = "
: 8321 John H Green 4103 Mra Frances E Fu].ler S H
. 332% Henry HiHamilton 411 Ross & Hamilton, C ! Q. . 1
i 323 The Fashion, B-C _ 411% H A Ross . b
D 883% Dr CE Hathawaﬁ_'B-C i, 412 Harry K Campbell B E 3
| 833% Dr R R Whitten, 412% Lee Bliss - 8.0 - d
| 335 Goodyear Shoe Repair Co .. . :: 414 Mansfield Hoag & Co, B- C = - 3
i-836% Dr R L. Benedlct, B C .- 416 John C Beattie, B = o y
i 1 8386% Branch &. ]B::' - 416% Andrew Green . - o R
| 835% Ionia Bldg & Loan Assn, B-C 417 Austin & Daxling, C -G z -
| 836 Quality Store, B-C 417 Ionia Creamery - 3
338 Quality Store, B-C . 418 Hiler & Baird, B M
337 Robb & Reed, B-C - _ . 419 Willard Storage Battery Stahon —]w
: 388 Quality Store, B-.C . -+ 419 Ernest W. Thomas, B-C [~ ol
, "839 Percy Church - 419% Ernest 'W Thomas Lo
;840 Columubia: ﬂandy ;6. .7 420 Agostini BIock e - e
: . 841:Central Market, B- .- 420 8 Agosting, G . i P o
! :342-Thos- A Carten, B-C r-" " 420% Charles L Davis : Z
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FIRE.-
STONE
DIST’B

VUL-
CANIZ.

ING

TIRES
TUBES
BAT-
TER-
1IES
ACCES-
SORIES
110-12
North
Dexter
PHONE
798

v 328

lonia Creamery Company, Inc.

The Home of Clean Pasteurized Products

419.21
W. Wash.
Phione 308

28 EARL A LESTER'S

3214 Murray Jawes

322 Winchell & Kieft*

322} Bredice Felix A

328 Regent Theatre?

3213 Regent Theatre Office*

323} Winchell Dr C O*

323 Maynard Dr 1 M*

324 French G W & Son
Co*

3241 Selleck Farl G

324} DBurke Fzra L

325 Ionia Five and Ten
Cent Store (The)*

32531 Schlernitzaver Frank

328 State Savings Bank*

427 Lampkin Bert & Son*

327 G A R Hali

3274 Women's Relief Corps

3274 Luculius Lodge Na 76

3273 K of P Hall

Winchell & Stome*

328% Johns Dr Juseph*

329 Lampkin Bert & Son*

330 Family Theatre -

3303 Was vacant

331 McNamara Bros*

331% Was vacant

332 National Fruit Co*

3323 Bosh Samuel |

333 Fashion (The)*

3331 Whitten Dr R R*

333% Hathaway Dr C L*

336 Quality Store*

326  Hutchins Mrs Marvel
L*

337 Thomas C Stores

3374 Benedict Dr R L*

33%  Great Atlantic and
Pacific Tea Co (The)

t
Shoppe

341 Churchill Percy

342 Woolworth F W Co
{The

342 Unrtted Dress Shops*

343 People’s Cash Mkt*

344 Ireland Charles A*

345 Columbia Candy Kit-
chen*

346 Wagner Bros*

347 Spaulding Nelson J*

3473 Kerr James

348 Wagner Bros*

349 Scheid Leopard N

351 Martha Washington
Cafe*

30l Scully Anthony

351} Lair Frank

—N & S Stedle begin

401  Stevenson F W Ca
{The)*

401 Sperry & Hutchinson

4012 1 O O F Hall

401} Humphreys Maude E

4014 Associated Truck
Lines*

401 Crego Land Co*

442  Hiler & Baird*

4024 Vacant Office

102} K of C Hall & Club

404 American Cafeteria*

405  Stevenson F W Co*

408 Hub (The)*

408} Elks Temple & Club*

40Y  Hackett George L*

109} McAvoy James

414 1 Blde & [oan Assn*

410 DLranch & Cooper*

41¢  Locke Allen B*

410 Accommodation
Co

410  Lombard Coal Co*

410 Pierce Glenn L*

411 Jones Lec E*

4113} Jones Lee E

412 'V & R Chain Stores
Co*

4121 Fuller Mrs Frances I

4i3 Ross & Hamilton*

413 Ross & Hamilton

414  Campblell Harry K*

414% Hodge Frank

415 Renedict Ross W+

Loan

4154 lonia Credit

Exchange*
416 Curus George E &
Sons*
4163 Soule Frank FE
41%  Johnson Shoe Co*
420 Miller, Jones Shoe Co*
4208 Was vacant
421 lonia Maytag Co*
421 Giladys Shop*
421 Modern Dry Cleaners*
421 Brooks Fmra B*
421 MacKendry Wm R*
422 Agostini Silano*
423 [eople’s Bargain Store

423 Waleuta Joseph P

4231 Balice Guy
424 lonia Baking Co*
4244 Agostini Silano

J. HALE & SONS

PHONE 65

227 3. STEELE 5T.

“CREAM of WHEAT"
FLOUR, FEEDS, HAY,
STRAW, SALT,
FENCING, SEEDS, ETC.

10NIA
CLIN-
TON
and
MONT-
CAIM
COUN-
TIES
PHONE
672
Stearus
SEC'Y
Branch

Bank
Block



408 W. MAIN

HERSON ELECTRI
Refrigeration — Washers — Stoves
Fnrm Lighting Syat:en:.l.s

cCS

330 SBtone Orin *

330% Johnson Mse W Mrys .
331 McNamara Bros * -

311% Pankhurst Charles T MD *
332 Lampkin Bert & Son
332% McAvoy James .

333 McLellan 5¢ to $1.00 Stors *
333% Whitten Raymond R .
333% Hathaway Claude E Dr *
333% Bweet Arthur B Dp .

334 Quality Btore * "
336 Qualiity Btore *
337 Townsend’'s Out Rate
S Conper Agener +
n-Cooper & s
andnerc(}airl- i
A

33744
338

& G.t?\

i\goamsAWm E e
'S ooesso? hop ¢
Fate Wilbur J' 9 ;.-

Woolworth | I;_W;Co:‘("l‘he)_ .
Liberty T
33 Ireland Hdw Co *-.

N £,

Humlphreys'_uaude E. -
8 i s

40214
404 Weve
405 ' Blevenson's * . ' .

4084 Elks Temple: .
409" Hackett Goovge” Bt
40034 Wa.s_ t

- 413 “Decker & Greenhog’ 0
©hL AW Puller Frances B Mra
- 413 Tonla Radio Shop' A’ g

W
el

: g A i
Ve ks Hely
S s 8

408 McPherson Elecirle "sﬁoa-.x \

824, O'Connell’ 8 Bruca |

PHONE 777 . -
422 Amle's Tavern *

423 QGrand Valley Tavern
4231 Balice Guy g
424 Alfonso Vite

424% Azostini Sllane

425 s Aulo Parls =
423 EKleins Bump Shop (rear)
425% Hoazx Nellle A Mrs

% I-:_.-.-.':.: -_Q.;,_;'--'.‘.gﬁ_.\s-‘_: s
- 521 Patrick ‘Danlel’

mgﬁwd Oramon o

T Y )
o HE Mrs 4%




BOYNTON’S INC.

COMPLETE HOME FURNISHINGS

218-220 Y. Main

PHONE 731-W

W
Stores *
342 Leo's Acceasory Shop *
343 Fate Wilbur J *
344 Woolworth FF W Co (The)
8456 Liberty Cafe
346 Ireland Hardware Co *
347 Spaulding Nelson J *
3473% Grove Hoy
348 Wagner Bros *
849 Scheid Lecnard N
361 Martha Washington Cafe
3613 Lair Fred
3513 Nedrow Frank
361% McAvoy James
—N & 8 Steele begin
401 Stevenson’s *
401% County Agricultural Con-
egervation Assn *
401% County Agricultural A-
gent *
4012 Cribbs W C
4013 Hilton-Cooper Agency *
402 Hilers *
4024 Humphreys Maude E
404 Wever's *
405 Stevenson's *
408 McPherson Eleetric Shop*
40814 Elks Temple & Club
409 Hackett CGeorge E *
4091 Was vacant
410 Ionia Building & Loan
Asgsn *
41¢ Pierce Glenn L *
- 411 Central Market
4113 Jones Lee E
412 Decker & Greenhoe *
4123 Fuller Frances E Mra
41234 Perce Frank
413 Buperior Cleaners *
413% Halford George H
413% Tezll Curtis J
414 Campbell Harry K *
414% Humphreys Maude E
Mrg *
416 Creat A & P Tea Co (The)
4161 Wag vacat
418 Curtis George E & Son *
41634 Murray Anna C Mra
418 Johnson Shoe Co *
420 Amie's Tavern *
42012 Antehif Chester
421 Jonia Chamber of Com-
merce *

421 [lonja Free Fair Assn *

341

421 Modern Dry Cleaners *

421 Chance Ivan L {rear) *

422 Aimie's Tavern *

422% Williams Irma Mrs

423 Grand Valley Tavern

42315 Balice Guy

424 Alfonse Vito

424% Agostini Silano

426 Beebe Radio 3ervice *

426 Was vacant (rear)

42515 Hoag Nellie A Mrs

426 Kroger Gro & Bkp Co

426% Farnsworth Georgia A
Mrs

427 Hamilton Henry H

42712 Raymond Walter

428 Butler-Mayiag Co *

429 Becy of State Branch
Office * .

422 DBoardman’s *

429 Wirtz Frank M *

42915 Was vacant

431 Was vacant

432 Brunn Walter W Co *

433 Was vacant

434 Klenk John C

435 Falsetta Frank

436 Van Houten Cleo W *

436% Ritchey Roy W

436% Ward Clifford

436% VYan Houten Cleo W

438 Schnell Charles F

438 Redemsky RL & Son (br)

438% Schnell Reinhold J

439 Armory (The) *

439 Beneett Richard L

440 Ionia News Co *

442 Balice Daniel

442 Krhovsky John (bsmt)

442'¢ Holland Cecil V Mrs

4421% TUnderhill Morton L

444 Was vaeant

. 444% HKing Elwin N

444% Knapp Donald E

446 Sandwich Grill

4461% Was vacant

—N & 8 Dexter begin

501 Reed Inn (The) *

504 Berger & Lyons Chevre-
let *

604% Was vacant

508 Berger & Lyons Chevro-
let *

510 Hodges Elliott §

614 Perry Alton G

616 Harding Norman W

6515 Quick Evert

P. J. FINEIS & SONS

SINCLAIR PRODUCTS

IONIA Phone 647 W

LOWELL Phonce 243F3

h
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s OUD anl03, .
QUIT LA DEVD—853 SRR p

avariAb - &) pucmi DA mmpa. BP0 RALAMAIOD. MrEH duRer thtate Has of Slielgeat Farom

GEE ol : !: 2
HENRIETTA li

i The Grantorisl R ; )
1 & x Wk H et sk on — e ?3 pa A

i FREKCH, no
wife, of 40
quit-¢'aimis) t
wife, as tenants by the entirety

- P
‘- DL

whose sddress s 40 Lovell Place, lonia, HI 48846 L'“""‘m;jr rrL‘-\;_'

;kp 4 [

E husband and

PL G
the [ollowing described premiset situated in the ity

of Ioaia ,Countyof  Tania
and Fiate of Michigan:

This deed shall also convey to the parties of the second part all of
the right, title and interest of party of the firsc part in znd to all |
stairways leading to the upper story of the building on said premises on
the west side of the above described premises,

This deed 1s made to create a tenancy by the entiretles between the Grantees hereln. No
transfer tax ls required.

The death cectificate of Henrietta French Is recorded in Liber 503 of deeds o Page 605
in the office of Ionia County Michigan Reglster of Deeds.
for the mum ol Love and Affection.

Dated this  23rd day of January L1991, )
Signsd in presence.oy; ‘/] » Signed by:
- < . !
; ail ,ﬁ_‘@/ ; ot gri g 71%16 é'bk&;ﬁiﬁa;ﬁf__ - s,
* Douglas M. MWelch * "ROBLRT G, FKENCH i
7, -
b O Kot Gtk PFrtaeh
* Barbara A. Laux * RUTH M. FRENCH
= e _ : o
i
-
STATE O MICITIGAN.
55.
COUNTY OF lonia
ing i knowledged hefore me this .. 23rd __ dayef ___January ; ;
I;' ‘mepm‘b:mnlllrggllr‘;:“(?f }or“é::ch andnul’luth M. French, husband and wife s _ i
TAandrare. d /:iuo;_/
¥ Barbara A. Laux
Nu'l;.ry Puhlic, Ionia County,
Michigan
My commission ex pires: October 24, 1994

Drafted By: |
Douglas K. Welch P-22160

““hen Recorded Return To: Send Subsequent Tax Bills To:

- ) | ' Business Address:

‘ ' 220 . Main Street ;
o s pP.O. Box 123 !
|]onia, M1 4BEAG

{Narne)'__

lSl.r-?_El:_f\d.drcss]

n Tax Parcel = . }{q:cnn?inii-'rn- . e e
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BAKRANTY DEED Tuwwmites Siunt Fom, 1001

This Indenture, v

BETWEEN tsther 4. Uurten, surviver of he

B .parties of the‘ser:oncl"pa.rt..-t
Witnasseth, That the said part ¥ of the first part, for and in copsideration of the sum "of
“ine Dollar (21.00)° and other valuable conslderstions : -
to ~ her . in hand' paid by the said part fes  of the second part, the receipt whe;;of is kereby
confessed and acknowledged, do es by these presents grant, bargain, sell, remise, release, dlief and confirm "

“"‘%”{%&”Qﬂﬁﬂ&i‘ 5_-;-3 Pqﬁgiﬁecond part, and ! , thelr ussigns and the '{': _hei_rs_
and ass:gns, Forpver, afl that certain piece  or parce]  of land situate and being in the
city - of " Ieonia, : County of  Ionia, T

and State of Michifan, and described as follows, to_wit:

A

. . My o :

- This deed shall also céhvey to the parlt';ies of the second part sll of
the right, title and interest of party of the first oetrt in and ta ull-
stairweys leading to the upper story of the building on said premises on
‘the weégt side of the abbve described premises. i o

AL x 4 3 :
said epartment, if she desires to rent the same, for'two years at a wmonthly;
rental of 325.00, paysble to parties of the second part; dnd purty of the |

Pfirst part shall have. an option, at the expiration of saidq Mo-year perlod,|
3l to rent saidspartment Tor a furtfer period of -thres years, the rent for |

seid threecyear period to be adjusted betwesen said parties if said fipst .!I
party e}ercises_ said -gpti n. : L . S

{ fosa
o s Qe o b M L e
i ; s Tya o1 = .
O (bt s ma v gy IR . R TR THITL MR N Y0 IR [LURATHEILE R -

. . * B ;o o 3 ull4 . £
Together - with pll and’_nngtls.la.r the hereditaments gnd appurtenances thereuntg belonging or in anywise |
nppcrtainiing; & Have and to Hold the said pr:misies. us herein desn':ribegéhwith the appurtenances, unto the ;v
i o8 Pt cond part and to! their assighs, wna the : keirs and assigns, ofJf} *
igogﬂégr%éyﬁng tbg] s§§ Esther M. Carten, ;.5" ) R ; I '

. _ L party. ef the firat part,: [f
o herself; her . heirs, executors and administrators, do ag ‘covenant, grant, bargain and |
agTer with the pajd 9‘14&5 of the second past! their aseigna, and the . heirs
and lﬁgﬁ?’hﬂlﬂv ihv:skmge of the thsealing and delivery of these presents she ig well seized -
of the mbove granted prefitises in fee simple; that they are'free from ol incimbrances whatever ‘excapt a
¥ lease cOvering the first floor and besement ‘of the b‘&lﬂing oh said premises given
" by partesl the-first pert herein to Leonard];thaene d essigned by saia lessor to -
f’!‘}f*_# ‘Fut {-.?pp‘.t "which lLeage expires June 1, 1947, and which J..ease_‘ge;rj_c_.y\qr\she

: 27 _.__‘,‘_‘.'--. g n ) _('.._.'- )




REAL ESTATE SUMMARY SHEET

Parcel: 201-050-000-250-00 Owner's Name: FRENCH; ROBERT G & RUTH M 5

Map #:

Property Address: 340:\W MAIN: ST

Property Class: 201 School District: 34010 Unit '34.
Prev. Class ;201 Neighborhood: |I-CB.Commercial (Business District)
Public Impr.: Paved Road, Storm Sewer, Water, Sewer, Eleciric, Gas, Curb

Legal Description: Mailing Address:
CITY. QFAONIA ORIGINAL TOWN-W. 24T E 40LOVELL PL

25 : IONIA, M1 48846
e Fhysical Property Characteristics =~ cmeeeeeee e
2002 S.EV.: 34,600 Taxable; 29,888 Land Value: 14,400

2001 SE.V.: 34,600 Taxable: 29,888 Acreage; 0.07

Zoning: B-2 Frontage: 24.0

Homestead: 0.000% Land Impr. Value: Average Depth: 132.0



REAL ESTATE SUMMARY SHEET

Parcel: 34-201-050-000-250-00 Owner's Name:
Property Address: 340 W MAIN ST

Property Class: 201 School District: 34010

Prev. Class 201 Neighhorheod: I-CB.Commercial

FAGHNOLI, LINDA
Map #:

TONIZA PUBLIC
{Business District}

Public Impr.: Paved Road, Storm Sewer, Sidewalk, Water, Sewer, Electric, Gas,

Curb, Street Lights, Standard Utilities
Topography: Level

Legal Description:

CITY OF ICNIA ORIGINAL TOWN W 24FT OF E
25 3/4FT LOT 31

Most Recent Sale Information

Mailing Address:
4045 LOCH DR
HIGHLAWD MI 4B357

sold on 12/20/2002 for 7¢,000 by FRENCH, ROBERT G & RUTH M.

Terms of Sale: Warranty Deed Liber/Page:
B R Physical Property Characteristics ~ ----- __________._
2002 B.E.V.: 42,800 Taxable: 42,800 Land Value: 12,000
2002 S5.E.V.: 40,500 Taxable: 310,844 Acreage: 0.07
Zoning: B-2 Frontags: 24.0
Homestead: 0.000% Land Impr. Value: Average Depth: 132.0

# of Residential Buildings: 0
Year Built: 0
Occupancy: Single Family

Improvement Data

Class: I
Style: 1 S8TY
Exterior:

¥ Good (Physical): 0

Heating System: Forced Air w/o Ducts
Electric - Amps Service: 0

# of Bedrooms: ©
Full Bathg: a
Floor Area:
Ground Area:
Garage Area:
Basement Area:
Basement Walls:
Est. TOV:

Half Baths: ]

Cmts:

# of Rg. Buildings: ¢
Est. TCV:

# of Commercial Buildings: 2
Type: Store, Retail

Desc: 15T FLOCOR

Clasa: C

Quality: Low Cost

Built: 0 Remodeled: ¢
Overall Building Height: 28
Floor Area: S,282

Sale Price/Floor Area:
Est. TCV: 73,562

14.39



From: <battery1@iserv.net>

To: First United Methodist <ioniafum@iserv.net>
Sent: Monday, June 18, 2001 8:01 AM

Attach: scan0.jpg

Subject: 340 W. Main

Dear Karen,

I'm sure you are still being helpful to the people in the congregation, and would
like to ask a favor from you.

By coincidence, | concluded a long study on the French building downtown just
as Bob's condition worsened. | believe that it is a sister structure to the Hall Fowler
Library, built in 1868 by a very rich Frederick Hall. Buck's Variety Store was built
in 1865. Mr. Hall owned one of the quarries in section 22/23. He owned the French
lot from 1859 until his wife died in 1897, then being sold to Thomas Carten as the
easternmost portion of his department store, which wrapped around the corner, and
continued north for most of Steele St. Mr. Carten & family made their home on the
second floor of French's store. The French family bought their store from Mr. Carten.

As if that wasn't enough, it looks very much as if it was the first store of Joseph
Hudson and his father, when Joseph arrived in 1866. Their first store is described
in their advertisements in the Sentinel as "the first store west of the National Bank",
lacking any street numbers at that time. The National Bank, foundation for their
huge safe still in the basement, is now Buck's Variety Store at 326 W. Main.

Will you please see that someday, someday, when Ruth can handle this,
she gets a copy of this in a kindly, gentle manner. She has been probably the
best caregiver ever, and I'm sure the illness exhausted her. | do want her to know
that it isn't just a store, and however she chooses to handle it, it is a valuable item.

Thank You, Friend
Marilyn Webster




Tontia County Register of Deeds & Abstract Office

Diane M. Adams, Register Courtfiouse - P.O. Box 35
lonia, Micfiigan 48846

Phone: (616) 527-5320

Fax: (616) 527-5380

Marilyn:

This is fabulous work! I’d have to agree with you completely on
the origin of French’s store, given the information you have here.

What a complete and thorough job you’ve done.

Thank you so much for sharing it with me,

O (B
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The Rest of the Story on ]. L.. Hudson

By the time Joseph Lowthian Hudson died in London on July 5, 1912,
his presence in Ionia was a 35 year old memory. He had gradually gathered
his large family of brothers and sisters around him in Detroit, and became
probably the most successful merchant in that city in the 19" century.

His good friend, General James H. Kidd, had died in 1910. The two young
men first met in Ionia in 1866 as members of the Custer Baseball Club. Joseph
was 20 years old, and the General was 26. They were respectively umpire
and pitcher for the new team. Their families were blended in marriage.

For all their youth, they had each traveled an amazing route to meet on the
baseball diamond in Ionia.

One had distinguished himself as a Cavalry Officer in the Civil War,
and the other had followed his father in an attempt to feed his growing
family. When the Famine in Ireland cost Richard Hudson his job as a
Marine Stores Outfitter on the docks at Newcastle-upon Tyne, England,
he began the long journey which finally ended in the Village of Ionia.

His wife, who had given birth to eight children along the way, died in Ionia
soon after their arrival. Joseph, the most precocious of the children, had
remained in Pontiac as an apprentice in the retail clothing trade. He
returned to his family in Ionia in 1866 at the age of 20 as a full partner with
his father in the store we now know and love as French’s, and which our
parents before us knew as Carten’s. The store at 340 West Main Street.

Joseph Lowthian Hudson left Ionia in 1877 to begin his famous career in
Detroit. He left Ionia with an impeccable reputation for integrity and honesty.
His sister Mary, whose sons rose to lead the J. L. Hudson Stores after the death
of their Uncle, had married Joseph T. Webber. After four years in business at
their original store (340 W. Main), R. L. Hudson & Son had moved into the
corner store of the Union Block (1870--see advertisement at bottom). It was in that
store that they were forced to yield to bankruptcy, after overextending their
funds at a time when the Michigan lumber industry was declining. In 1873, the
elder Hudson died, leaving Joseph to repay their debts and care for the family.
Joseph carried this load in a manner of providing a sterling resume for his new

life in Detroit.

After his departure, both the Webber Buildings provided stores to those
left in Ionia to manage the business of R. Hudson & Son, plus the Page
building in the 200 Block of West Main, which was replaced by the Masonic
Temple. All bore the sign of R.Hudson & Son during the nineteenth century.
His stores in Detroit all bore the title of J. L. Hudson Co.

K

"R. HUDSON & SON |
|Corner Store of UNION BLOCK, =

‘LARGESTOCK of NEW GOODS,

WILL BE SOLD CHEXP!

NEW YORK CLOTHING HOUSE. L
" anMenMees 19 1808 . . R. HUDSON ksoN’ LL- Hudson in Ionia

P o
2 T 1" o
MAVE REMOVED TO THE * et '

and have just roceived =

which were boaght at Lew Figures, and

3
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